IN RETIREMENT	63
publicly condemned for his raid, but is privately admired;
Mr. Goschen is almost universally lauded for spending
millions on millions in increasing the British navy; and the
rampant Tory papers are trying to hound on Lord Salis-
bury to war with Russia and other powers in order to
secure monopoly of trade and influence in China. Never
since the Crimean War, never perhaps since- the death of
Castlereagh in 1822, has Imperialism been so rampant in
England; never have the purely animal instincts of self-
love and self-aggrandisement been stronger or more vio-
lent; never have the higher instincts of humanity and jus-
tice, of respect towards rival nations, and fairness towards
subject nations, been at a lower ebb. Do you now under-
stand why the Indian Government has, m recent years,
turned lo methods of coercion and repressive legislation?
Talk to the serried ranks of Tory members in the House,
and to high Indian officials., about reposing trust and confi-
dence in the people of India, about extending their privi-
leges, and allowing them a larger share in the administra-
tion of their own concerns; you may as well speak Chinese
to them! Their words and ideas find no place in the
vocabulary of their politics, they convey no intelligible
sense or meaning to them..."
It was at this time., from August 1898, that Romesrr
Dutt took up an intensive campaign against the Bill intro-
duced in the Bengal Legislative Council to modify the*
Constitution of the Calcutta Corporation. He addressed
letters to the Press, delivered speeches and interviewed
Ministers and Members of Parliament. He maintained
regular contact in this connection with Raja Binay Krishna
who was leading the agitation in Calcutta against the Bill,
and reported to him regularly on his activities in Eng-
land.
Romesh Dutt was firmly convinced that reduction of

